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 ABSTRACT 
The main purpose of the article is to define the essence of the economic 
security system of the fuel and energy complex. The essential features of 
the concept «system» are defined. The concept of «system of economic 
security» in the context of essential features has been formed as a 
divergence. The main approaches to the interpretation of the concept of 
«economic security system» are defined. The interdependence of the 
hierarchy of goals of the economic security system of a complex socio-
economic system is determined. 
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Introduction. Complex social-economical systems have a significant influence on the state of 
national economy and have some character differences in their structure that others do not have- One 
of those is «bipolarity» from one side we have a system of an open type but from the other – 
practically total subordination in functions and in development, that is conducted by a system of a 
higher order. One of those systems – fuel and energy complex.  
Because of political volatility fuel and energy complex of Ukraine is very sensitive to any external 
and internal threats. In order to adapt and resist an effective system of economic safety is needed. Integration 
of existing system of an economical safety would not be enough because the specifics of functioning requires 
a new approach that will take into consideration structural specifics of a social-economical system which is 
fuel and energy complex today. That is why the research of the essence of a system of economic safety in 
connection with complex social and economic systems as fuel and energy complex. 
Research results. Systemicity is an integral part of scientific cognition of the world by a 
person. For example, as Brorschuk E.M. states, systemicity can be perceived as an explanatory rule of 
scientific understanding that requires learning of the process in connection with structural unity of the 
subject that is being studied thanks to what it acquires new characteristics [1, c.64]. 
A central place in the systemicity is taken by a term «system». Derived from a Latin word it 
means «connection», that is actually a whole that consists of a certain quantity of several parts. 
Essential characteristics of the term «system» are represented on an fig. 1. 
So, in our opinion under the term «system», we should understand a certain summation of objects 
that form one holistic organism through the interdependence and close interaction between themselves. 
In practical identity to the notion of «system», the system of economic security regards 
Prokhorov V.V., Prokhorov Yu.V., Kucherenko O.O. [2, p.24-25]. They believe that the system of 
economic security – is a set of interrelated elements that form a single whole. 
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Fig. 1. Essential characteristics of the term «system» 
Kirichenko O., Alkema V.G. [3, p.8] emphasize that the system of economic security is a 
complex economic system, with a large number of structural elements. But, in our opinion, it is also 
important to consider the social component and therefore the system of economic security should 
include in its structure the elements that are inherent in the socio-economic system. 
We conducted the divergence of the essence of the concept of «system of economic security» 
(Fig.2). 
 
 
Fig. 2. divergence of the essence of the concept of «system of economic security» 
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The divergence of the essence of the notion of «system of economic security» allowed us to 
formulate basic approaches to the interpretation of this concept. We can distinguish the following 
approaches to the interpretation of the concept of «system of economic security»: (Table 1). 
Summing up our conducted analysis, we believe that under the system of economic security 
we must understand the totality of structural elements that are closely interconnected and interact with 
each other, in order to ensure the security of the socio-economic system. 
Table 1. Main approaches to the interpretation of the concept of «system of economic 
security» 
Approaches Essence 
Administrative system of economic security is nothing else but a part of the main administrative process  
Protective system of economic safety is aimed at protection of the social-economical system against internal and external threats 
Procedural system of economic safety is a process that anticipates the realization of a certain totality of actions with the aim of providing safety 
Structural system of economic safety is a unity of structural elements that form a whole  
 
Proceeding from the proposed definition and conducted analysis of the essence of the concept 
of «economic security of a complex socio-economic system», we believe that under the system of 
economic security of a complex socio-economic system (for example, the fuel and energy complex) 
should be understood as a set of structural interconnected and interacting elements that are directed to 
identify challenges, minimize risks, counteract (adapt) external and internal threats and dangers in 
order to achieve social, economic and energy security. 
The purpose of the system of economic security of the fuel and energy complex is to form a 
system of protection of economic, social, and environmental interests of not only this complex as a 
whole, but also of each socio-economic system in its composition separately and of a state that acts as 
a supreme level of governance. 
With regard to the aims that are intended to achieve the goal, the main feature is their hierarchy. 
With a systematic approach, [14] uses such a hierarchical division of objectives for strategic, 
tactical and operational. 
For a complex socio-economic system, which includes a fuel and energy complex, such a 
hierarchical division of objectives, also, can be considered acceptable, but taking into account certain 
features inherent in this type of system (Fig. 3). 
Strategic goals of the economic security system of a complex socio-economic system envisage 
solving large, large-scale problems that impede the achievement of the goal. 
The intermediate aims for strategic goals are tactical ones, which are aimed at separate 
problems, the solution of which will contribute to achieving both strategic aims and a goal as a whole.  
The operational objectives of the economic security system of a complex socio-economic 
system are those goals that are put and resolved every day to ensure security and achieve tactical 
goals, respectively. 
It should be noted that all goals are closely interlinked with the strategic, tactical and 
operational goals of each socio-economic system that is part of it. Therefore, achieving the strategic 
goals of each socio-economic system as part of a complex will lead to achievement and its goals 
accordingly. In addition, they must be consistent with the goals of public administration, since such 
systems, such as the fuel and energy complex, are subject to the function not only of direct 
management but also of the higher-level system, the state. 
Conclusions. In 25 years of existence of our state, management of such complex socio-
economic systems as the fuel and energy complex has not changed. There is still vertical control of a 
state, which on the one hand indicates a high level of control, but on the other, there is no development 
due to the non-application of new management methods.  
Economic security in the conditions of complex socio-economic systems requires the creation 
of such a system that will allow reconciling interests not only within this complex system but also with 
a higher level, that is, the state. If considered in the context of such a complex system as a fuel and 
energy complex, then not only the achievement of economic interests but also social and 
environmental considerations should take into consideration the specifics of an activity. 
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Fig.3. The interdependence of the goals hierarchy of economic security system of a complex socio-
economic system 
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